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• What is Global Health?
• Why is it important?
• Who are the major players?
• Where is it now?
• Where are we headed?



What is Global Health?

• Global Health
•Attempt to understand and reduce health disparities at home and 
abroad

•Working collaboratively with other communities and countries to 
improve community health locally and globally

•Learning about health issues that transcend geographic borders and 
commonly present a greater burden to disadvantaged populations



What is Global Health

• “Global Health” stresses “the global commonality of health issues 
that transcend national boarders, class, race, ethnicity, income or 
culture.”

• Disease patterns may vary geographically, but the factors that foster 
disease onset are too often the same across the world

• Rise in non-communicable diseases highlights our “sameness”



What is Global Health

• Director General Gro Brundtland of the WHO said

• “in the past, desperate conditions on another continent might cynically be 
written out of one’s memory. The process of globalization has made such an 
option impossible. The separation between domestic and ‘global’ health 
problems is no longer useful” 

• Given April 19, 2001 in New York City

• “Global” emphasizes “sameness”
• “International” emphasizes “differences”



Why is Global Health Important?

• First and foremost, the Globalization of Disease
• Expansion of rapid travel and trade has increased the transmission and spread 

of infectious diseases

• Physicians must understand 
• Global burden and epidemiology of disease
• Disparities and inequities in global health systems





Current Actors in Global Health



Millennium Development Goals/Sustainable 
Development Goals



Did the Millennium Development Goals Succeed?







However

• There are major differences in the number of allopathic global health 
institutes vs the number of osteopathic institutes



OSU-CHS Trips



Allopathic Universities with Global Health 
Institutes



Osteopathic Global Health Institutes



Where do we go from here?

• Implementing more robust global medical educational opportunities 
will help fulfill OSU’s mission of producing quality primary care 
physicians to serve in rural and underserved communities.

• AOA goals in Global Health



Majority of Medical Students/Residents Seek 
Global Health Experiences
• Nearly 80 percent of incoming medical students would like to pursue global 

learning opportunities during medical school. 
• The number of residents looking for global learning opportunities is nearly 

66 percent.
• The number of U.S. medical graduates who participated in global health 

experiences increased from 6 percent in 1984 to 31 percent in 2011.
• Students who have international health experiences report being more 

culturally competent and are more likely to enter primary care or public 
service.

• 74% of students who participated in an 8 week international fellowship 
picked primary care specialties versus 43% of students who did not



Puts Physicians back in underserved America 
& Oklahoma

• In a survey of residents who participated in international rotations, 
100% expressed an ongoing dedication to underserved populations 
domestically.

• Of students who have completed a global health track:
• 83% said the experience changed their world view
• 80% planned to primarily practice in the US and spend some time overseas. 





Current Actions
• OSUMC Emergency Medicine Residency 

Partnership with Brazilian Emergency 
Medicine Residency

• Beginning in the new academic year, July 
2023

• Potential expansion to include internal 
medicine, family medicine, pediatrics, general 
surgery, and others



Current Actions
• Expanding opportunities for global 

health experiences for both years 1/2, 
and rotations for years 3/4 at OSU-CHS 
and OSU-CN.



Future Actions

• Create a network of institutional 
partnerships to increase global health 
opportunities in research, clinical 
rotations, and infrastructure building
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