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Defining Vaccine Hesitancy



Historical Vaccine Hesitancy

"Fresh Calf Lymph" by 
Robert Brown, poem 
reprinted 
from Vaccination, a 
"monthly journal of 
health, telling the truth 
about vaccination." The 
Historical Medical 
Library of The College of 
Physicians of 
Philadelphia. Anti-
Vaccination Society of 
America. Minutes, 
correspondence, etc. 
10c98.

https://www.historyofva
ccines.org/content/fres
h-calf-lymph-poem

Creator:

The Historical Medical Library of The College of Physicians of Philadelphia



Historical Vaccine Hesitancy
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://mmmbitesizescience.com/2013/01/19/what-makes-the-smallpox-vaccine-so-great/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Historical Vaccine Hesitancy

1970

International 
controversy safety 
DTP

1982

DPT: Vaccination 
roulette

1991

A Shot in the Dark

2000

Wakefield concern 
with MMR safety

2008

“Green our Vaccines”



Vaccine Hesitancy A Spectrum



Spectrum of Vaccine Hesitancy

A A P

Immunization advocate
Parents agree that vaccines are necessary 
and safe. Parents have a strong relationship 
with their health care provider.

Go along to get along
Parents do not question vaccines, would like 
to vaccinate their children, but may lack a 
detailed knowledge of vaccines.

Cautious acceptor
Parents may have minor concerns about 
vaccines but ultimately vaccinate their 
children.

Fence-sitter

Parents have significant concerns about 
vaccines and tend to be knowledgeable 
about vaccines. Parents may vaccinate their 
child or may refuse or delay vaccines. 
Parents may have significant concerns about 
vaccines and may have a neutral relationship 
with their health care provider.

Refuser

Parents refuse all vaccines for their child. 
Their reasons for refusal may include distrust 
in the medical system, safety concerns, and 
religious beliefs.



Sources of Vaccine Hesitancy



Social/Cultural
Sources of Vaccine Hesitancy



Religious
Sources of Vaccine Hesitancy



Political
Sources of Vaccine Hesitancy



3 C’s of Vaccine Hesitancy
WHO Work Group



Strategies



We are our patients’ trusted expert



Educate ourselves
Vaccine MOA; testing/licensure; safety and monitoring

T Y P E S  O F  V A C C I N E S



Date of Download:  1/21/2022 Copyright © 2022 American Academy of Pediatrics. All rights reserved.

From: Countering Vaccine Hesitancy 

Pediatrics. 2016;138(3). doi:10.1542/peds.2016-2146

Vaccine pipeline: prelicensure and postlicensure vaccine development activities. From Hardt K, Schmidt-Ott R, Glismann S, Adegbola RA, 

Meurice F. Sustaining vaccine confidence in the 21st century. Vaccines. 2013;1(3):204–224. Copyright © 2013 by the authors; licensee MDPI, 

Basel, Switzerland. Reproduced under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution license 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/). 

Figure Legend:



Vaccine Safety Monitoring
VAERS VDS



V-Safe



Vaccine Injury Compensation Program



COVID 19 Vaccine Safety Monitoring



FDA Emergency Use Authorization



Parental Concerns about Vaccines



Communication Strategies to Counter Vaccine 
Hesitancy



AAFP Improving Vaccine Confidence Series
Dr. Jerry P Abraham MD, MPH

T O  T A C K L E  M I S I N F O R M A T I O N • 5  K E Y S  M E S S A G E S



Practice strategies to Counter Vaccine Hesitancy



Community Strategies to Counter Vaccine 
Hesitancy



Addressing a few common myths

T H I M E R O S A L • A U T I S M



Addressing a few common myths

T O O  M A N Y  V A C C I N E S • V A C C I N E S  W I L L  C A U S E  A  H A R M F U L  P A I N  R E S P O N S E



Addressing a few common myths

M R N A F R O M  A  V A C C I N E  C A N  A F F E C T  A  H U M A N ’ S  

G E N E T I C  M A K E - U P

• M R N A F R O M  A  V A C C I N E  W I L L  C H A N G E  T H E  C E L L S  A N D  

C A U S E  C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I M M U N E  S Y S T E M  F O R E V E R



Attorney General Toolkit



Date of Download:  1/21/2022 Copyright © 2022 American Academy of Pediatrics. All rights reserved.

From: Countering Vaccine Hesitancy 

Pediatrics. 2016;138(3). doi:10.1542/peds.2016-2146

Evolution of a vaccine program. Reproduced with permission. Chen RT, Orenstein WA. Epidemiologic methods in immunization programs. 

Epidemiol Rev. 1996;18(2):102. Copyright © 1996 by the Oxford University Press. 

Figure Legend:









Resources

• Edwards, K, Hackell, J. C ountering Vaccine Hesitancy.Pediatrics (2016) 138 (3): e20162146. 

https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2016-2146

• Kaiser Family Foundation Vaccine monitor

• https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/report/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-january-2021/

• AAFP Improving Vaccine Confidence Series

• Attorney General Misinformation Toolkit

• https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/health-misinformation-toolkit-english.pdf

https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2016-2146
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/health-misinformation-toolkit-english.pdf


Resources

• AAP.org

• AAFP.org

• CDC.gov

• History of Vaccines.org

• Immunize.org

• Vaxopedia.org

• Vaccines.gov


