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Here is a summary of recent Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) actions taken 
in response to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), as part of the ongoing White House 
Task Force efforts. To keep up with the important work the Task Force is doing in response to 
COVID-19, click here www.coronavirus.gov. For information specific to CMS, please visit the 
CMS News Room and Current Emergencies Website. CMS updates these resources on an 
ongoing basis throughout the day; the information below is current as of April 21, 2020 at 
12:00 p.m. 

CMS Issues Recommendations to Re-Open Health Care Systems in Areas with Low 
Incidence of COVID-19 

As the United States continues to face the unprecedented public health emergency from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the tide is turning and some areas throughout the country are seeing a 
decline in cases. As states and localities begin to stabilize, CMS is issuing guidance on 
providing essential non-COVID-19 care to patients without symptoms of COVID-19 in regions 
with low and stable incidence of COVID-19. This is part of Phase 1 in the Trump 
Administration’s Guidelines for Opening Up America Again. The recommendations update 
earlier guidance provided by CMS on limiting non-essential surgeries and medical 
procedures. 

Press Release 

Recommendations 

Trump Administration Announces New Nursing Homes COVID-19 Transparency Effort 

CMS announced new regulatory requirements that will require nursing homes to inform 
residents, their families, and their representatives of COVID-19 cases in their facilities. In 
addition, as part of President Trump’s Opening Up America, CMS will now require nursing 
homes to report cases of COVID-19 directly to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). This information must be reported in accordance with existing privacy 
regulations and statute. This measure augments longstanding requirements for reporting 
infectious disease to State and local health departments. CMS will also require nursing 
homes to fully cooperate with CDC surveillance efforts around COVID-19 spread. 
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Guidance Memo 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjEuMjA0NTgxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURBc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQTBNakV1TWpBME5UUTRNakVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1amIzSnZibUYyYVhKMWN5NW5iM1l2SW4wLlpINnN5aWIxckk5d1I4VG50TFA2a1N2U3ZnVHQ2WjN1dlZPbDV0WjhUdEEvYnIvNzc2NzYzNTgxOTUtbCJ9.mynh7a52sqQ53iRn_9z4mRnGLA-a5b5kqLe7KeA_Teg/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjEuMjA0NTgxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURFc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQTBNakV1TWpBME5UUTRNakVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1amJYTXVaMjkyTDI1bGQzTnliMjl0SW4wLkUxajYtRUg4QnFfMk5LdzdfTms3NUwwakxtRW0ydGVGWllkUkdqUlR2dmsvYnIvNzc2NzYzNTgxOTUtbCJ9.zHPI20aL5eN6UT1iWgYmFtbCvSWKESV-Q9yBwLjQ3eE/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..FBtekqLiF7gyFHKg4QGqMMEk0paNFJVtz2dQh2A7o9Y/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjEuMjA0NTgxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURNc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQTBNakV1TWpBME5UUTRNakVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1M2FHbDBaV2h2ZFhObExtZHZkaTl2Y0dWdWFXNW5ZVzFsY21sallTOGpZM0pwZEdWeWFXRWlmUS5XUWNmQWxRajlvUjRFelJNWWlCdmhtQnZMVjdQZ3Rlb2ZDcmJKR2dmcXVJL2JyLzc3Njc2MzU4MTk1LWwifQ.1Az_zhNU7uZ5Ma0zEdWNHPz2uAsZ0J0Q95BA-jjE4oA/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..8SvOsw5BLwUV4MRmKGqpthIyotx65mPVla7ap5unNnE/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..SnoE61aDQC2cYTNteTKK6xeatl39jxvZiLarX7bOhXY/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..2TSVOlMnnlupoAID9AIuu9H-uHy2965gkB0pITivCXU/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..kbguI4KYK7cwxO-vi0q7akdwW3BhyNxH01QnwWlLeBM/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..EGjw_dcYMDLisXOe_KI569VRXhdMez79Wi5fbMTw0YE/br/77679182845-l


Trump Administration Champions Reporting of COVID-19 Clinical Trial Data through 
Quality Payment Program, Announces New Clinical Trials Improvement Activity 

CMS is encouraging clinicians who participate in the Quality Payment Program (QPP), such 
as physicians, physician assistants, nurse practitioners, and others, to contribute to scientific 
research and evidence to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. Clinicians may now earn credit in the 
Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS), a performance-based track of QPP that 
incentivizes quality and value, for participation in a clinical trial and reporting clinical 
information by attesting to the new COVID-19 Clinical Trials improvement activity. This action 
will provide vital data to help drive improvement in patient care and develop innovative best 
practices to manage the spread of COVID-19 within communities. 
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RHC & FQHCs: Telehealth and Virtual Communications Flexibilities During COVID-19 
Public Health Emergency 

To support Rural Health Clinics (RHCs), Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), and 
their patients, Congress and CMS made changes to requirements and payments during the 
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency, including: 

• New payment for telehealth services, including how to bill Medicare 
• Expansion of virtual communication services 
• Revision of home health agency shortage requirement for visiting nursing services 
• Consent for care management and virtual communication services 
• Accelerated/advance payments 

MLN Matters SE20016 

CMS Amends Certain Activities Related to the Health Insurance Exchange Quality 
Rating System, QHP Enrollee Experience Survey, and Quality Improvement Strategy 

CMS is easing burden on Qualified Health Plans (QHPs) during the Public Health 
Emergency. CMS directed plans that are eligible to report for the Quality Rating System and 
the Quality Improvement Strategy programs to discontinue collecting clinical quality measure 
data. Eligible QHPs can discontinue reporting in June 2020 for display on Exchange websites 
for the 2021 Open Enrollment period. CMS will continue to accept QHP Enrollee survey data 
submissions for this year, given that the survey administration is already underway. 
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CMS Approves Additional State Medicaid Waivers and Amendments to Give States 
Flexibility to Address Coronavirus Pandemic 

CMS has approved 53 COVID-related emergency waivers, 39 state amendments, 16 COVID-
related Medicaid Disaster Amendments and one CHIP COVID-related Disaster Amendment 
in record time. States are using a toolkit CMS developed to expedite the application and 
approval of Medicaid state waivers and State Plan Amendments. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..xBFSXfuHzOmv4jgukOQYOnfk4j9ecl-V5t2WHCPDPSg/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjEuMjA0NTgxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TVRBc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQTBNakV1TWpBME5UUTRNakVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1amJYTXVaMjkyTDJacGJHVnpMMlJ2WTNWdFpXNTBMM05sTWpBd01UWXVjR1JtSW4wLklFRWt5SkdHOHVkc0NpdkRBY29ia1ZaekxfSURBd3k0NkdzLXVPMDItbzgvYnIvNzc2NzYzNTgxOTUtbCJ9.IKnLydwMy41sxiLDH6w1hjzlRRs1_OZAbK4fUuV7pzY/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..YQcaWUYY70hOM6aOmC9frrQUt_GO0AY2u5M_8X_JdIM/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..xy2zokuP39tV-PKBfJ7LXvYegaBZs07OP22LPZIWnes/br/77679182845-l


CMS recently approved an additional COVID-related emergency Medicaid waiver for 
Wisconsin, delivering urgent regulatory relief to ensure the state can quickly and effectively 
care for its most vulnerable citizens. CMS also recently approved COVID-19 related Medicaid 
Disaster Amendments that bring relief to Guam, Louisiana, Maryland, and Minnesota. These 
approvals help to ensure that states have the tools they need to combat COVID-19 through a 
wide variety of state plan flexibilities. CMS continues to authorize amendments to ensure 
emergency flexibilities in programs that care for the elderly and people with disabilities, 
including most recently for the District of Columbia, Florida, Mississippi, Nebraska, Utah, and 
Virginia. These approved flexibilities support President Trump’s commitment to a COVID-19 
response that is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported. 

Section 1135 Waivers 

1915(c) Waiver Appendix K Amendments 

Medicaid State Plan Amendments 

CHIP State Plan Amendments 
     

  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..D20g5_HqTzFsdyRS8x9SffZpa53MkjZNmWHMO7UedsU/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..j5rlcdmt-LaVl72FpOmTfMAIatCrPU5nMVN6rpDLPmY/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..HsCFFRGCI3QS01S3fAigARBBYctYZW6zlGo81LQfxcg/br/77679182845-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..rzXKuApKq_NFQWB9HgdtZfZwKUokd919_s6VuERe6sw/br/77679182845-l

